
 
 
March 1, 2011 
 
Re: Support for 150 MW Solar Feed-in Tariff (FiT) Program for Los Angeles 
by 2016  

Dear ____________ (Mayor, LA City Council, LA DWP Board of Commissioner/ 
GM),  

A broad-based coalition of business leaders, community groups and non-profits 
recognize your leadership and appreciate your support for the inclusion of a Feed-in 
Tariff (FiT) program in the proposed LADWP Integrated Resource Plan.  More 
specifically, we have the following recommendations: 

1) A 150 MW FiT, implemented in 2011 and planned through 2016, would 
enable LA businesses and residents to take full advantage of $300 
million in federal tax credits which would fund up to 30% of solar panel 
installation costs. 

2) Expediting the 150 MW of Solar FiT would create 900 high-wage jobs each 
year for 5 years, leverage more than $500 million in private investment, and 
contribute to meeting our renewable energy goals. 

3) For maximum benefit, the program should require a simple application, 20-
year contract at a fixed price with a guaranteed access to the grid. As you 
know, SB 32 already requires that the LADWP adopt at least a 75 MW FiT 
program by 2016 and directs the utility to set a price and offer the program 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

4) As envisioned by the Mayor, it is important that the implementation of this 
program be on par with the utility built solar program, be cost competitive 
and provide minimal impact to ratepayers. 

Based on the independent economic modeling done by UCLA which found that a 
minimum of 600 MW program was necessary to optimize benefits, we recommend 
that an additional 450 MW of FiT be planned through 2020 to create certainty for 
the solar industry while improving air quality and providing a healthier environment 
for all Angelenos.  

We look forward to working with you on ensuring the timely and successful 
implementation of these recommendations as part of the LADWP’s Integrated 
Resource Plan and budget.    
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mary Leslie 
President, LA 
Business Council      

 
Gary Toebben 
President, LA Area 
Commerce 
 

 
Bill Corcoran 
Western Regional 
Director, Sierra 
Club’s Beyond Coal 
Campaign

 
 

LABC CLEAN LA 
Coalition 

 
AIA|LA 

 
American Lung 
Association-CA 

 
BOMA 

 
Cal SEIA 

 
California Apartment 

Association-LA 
 

Clean Economy 
Network 

 
Enterprise Community  

Partners 
 

Faith2Green 
 

Global Green USA  
 

Greater LA African  
American Chamber of 

Commerce 
 

Latin Business 
Association  

 
LA Area Chamber of 

Commerce 
 

L.A. Family Housing 
 

LA Conservation 
Corps 

 
Sierra Club  

 
San Fernando Valley  

Green Team 
 

TreePeople 
 

Union Roofing 
Contractors Assn. 

 
USGBC-LA 

 

 



 
     

 
Michele Dennis 
President, Building Owners and 
Managers Association of 
Greater LA          
 

 
Reuben Guerra 
Chairman and CEO, Latin 
Business Association 
 

 
Gene Hale, Chairman 
Greater LA African American 
Chamber of Commerce 

  
Andy Lipkis 
Founder and President, Tree 
People 
	
  
William G. Luddy  
Director, Special Projects 
United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters 
 

 
Mary Luevano 
Director, Policy and Legislative 
Affairs, Global Green USA 
 

 
Ryan Minniear 
Executive Director, California 
Apartment Association-LA 

 
Bruce Saito,  
Executive Director, LA 
Conservation Corps 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jeff Anderson,  
Executive Director, Clean 
Economy Network 
 
 

 
Carolyn Casavan  
Co-Chair, San Fernando Valley 
Green Team 
 

 
Jane Warner  
President and CEO of the 
American Lung Association in 
California 
 

 
Henry Cisneros 
Executive Chairman, CityView 
and former Secretary of US 
HUD 
 

 
Ronald Johnston, Ph.D. 
   
Executive Director, Union 
Roofers Contractors Association  

 
Sue Kateley  
Executive Director, California 
Solar Energy Industries 
Association  
 

 
Stephanie Klasky-Gamer 
President & CEO, L.A. Family 
Housing 

 
Jeff Schaffer 
Vice President, Enterprise 
Community Partners 
 
 

 
Nicci Solomons 
Executive Director, American 
Institute of Architects, Los 
Angeles Chapter  
 

 
Lee Wallach  
President, Faith2Green 
 

 
Lance A. Williams, Ph.D., 
LEED AP  
Executive Director, Unites 
States Green Building 
Association-Los Angeles 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Antonio 
Villaraigosa, City of Los 
Angeles 
Cc: Members of the Los 
Angeles City Council 
Cc: LADWP Board of 
Commissioners 
Cc: Ron Nichols, General 
Manager, Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 


